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keeper to. a remote lodge in Windsor Park, whence he gradually climbed back into the Royal service as porter at the equerry's entrance to the castle. It is said that some people have greatness thrust upon them, and evidently Sykes was one of these, for he was destined once again to attract public attention, and this in a most comic way. A party of North American Indian chiefs camej to England, and being most desirous to see the King, travelled down for the express purpose to Windsor. The first person they fell in with outside the Castle was Sykes, taking a mouthful of air in scarlet coat and huge gold epaulettes. The Indians, of course, came to the conclusion that he must be their " great white father," and forming a circle round him, they treated the astonished flunkey to their best war dance. This incident, for the truth of which I cannot vouch, Punch reproduced that week in one of his inimitable cartoons.
My grandfather was one of the crowd who saw Queen Victoria on the day of her Proclamation. He described her as appearing at the open window of the Privy Council Chamber in St. James's Palace looking on the quadrangle nearest Marlborough House, Enthusiastic cheers greeted the young Sovereign's first appearance. At the sound of the first shouts the colour faded from her cheeks and her eyes filled with tears. But with winning courtesy the girl-Sovereign bowed her acknowledgments of the proffered homage.
He later attended Her Majesty as groom-in-waiting, on the occasion of the opening of her first Parliament in 1838, He was again in waiting on the day of her Coronation, and on that of her marriage, in 1840, with Prince Albert of Saxe-Coburg. After the cere-22                    'INDISCRETIONS'
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